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Global ly ,  the Barn Swal low is the most common and widespread swal low in the
world.  Barn Swal lows are part  of  a gui ld of  birds cal led aer ial  insect ivores
because they capture their  food ( insects)  on the wing.

Aerial  insect ivores have the highest percentage of  species in decl ine of  any
taxonomic group of  birds.  Breeding Bird Surveys indicate Barn Swal low
populat ions in the US and Canada have decreased by 38% since 1970 and in
Canada,  Barn Swal lows are now l isted as Threatened under the Canadian
Species at  Risk Act.  

Given this concerning news,  the BIRD Program at  Warner Park launched a Barn
Swal low research project  in 2018 in hopes of  better  understanding summer
breeding use within Warner Parks given that  the Parks may be important
breeding site because of  the large concentrat ion of  Barn Swal low nests.
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Barn Swallows nesting in Warner Parks
To understand summer breeding use within Warner Parks,  we conducted a 5-
year park-wide survey from 2018-2022 to document where within Warner Parks
the Barn Swal lows were nest ing.  Barn Swal lows are one of  just  a handful  birds
rel iant  on humans for  their  nest ing structures so we surveyed al l  shelters ,
barns,  and other man-made structures throughout Warner Parks.  

We learned the Steeplechase Barn is  a signif icant breeding locat ion for  Barn
Swal lows with 18-40 nests dur ing the 5 -  year study.  The Learning Center
bui lding at  the nature center  also serves as an important locat ion with 3-17
nests.  The equestr ian shed and the Hi l l  Forest  Barn ini t ia l ly  had a couple of
nests through 2022,  but  no nests have been observed since then.   

Barn Swallow breeding success in Warner Parks
From 2018-2025,  we have continued to monitor  nest ing success at  Warner Park
Nature Center  and the Steeplechase Barn.  Nest ing success can serve as an
indicator  for  how the species is  doing in our area.  

We had observed a signif icant decrease in the number of  young produced in
Warner Parks over the past few years.  Good news:  in 2025 we had an increase
in the number of  young Barn Swal lows!

Number of  young Barn Swallows f ledged at  Warner Park Nature Center and the
Steeplechase Barn from 2018-2025
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Fun Facts:  Barn Swallows in Warner Parks

Barn Swal lows arr ive in Apri l  after  spending the winter  in South America.
Barn Swal lows love to bui ld their  nests of  grass and dr ied mud on top of  the
l ight  f ixtures at  both the nature center  and barn.  They often l ine their  nests
with feathers and horsehair .
They wi l l  have 2 sets of  babies:  the f i rst  in  May/June and second in
June/July.  Each set ,  or  c lutch,  usual ly  has 4-6 eggs.  
Through the years,  Bird Program summer interns have helped to monitor  the
nests and conducted their  own research on Barn Swal lows.  For example:

Intern Sarah McCune documented a single nest  of  young consume over
136,000 insects.
Intern Perr i  Haga determined nests with cooler  ambient temperatures and
higher elevated nests had a higher f ledge success rate.  

Fabulous volunteer ,  Teresa Marchett i ,  has been monitor ing nest  success for
us for  the past years.  A huge thank you for  Teresa’s t ime and efforts!

Top left to right: Summer intern shows off a banded Barn Swallow nestling. Four Barn Swallow nestlings
about to get fed an insect by their parent. Volunteer Teresa Marchetti preparing to monitor Barn Swallow
nests with a mirror extender to help her count the number of eggs or nestlings inside the nests. 
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