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Suddenly ,  i t  seems so quiet  here at  the Warner Park Nature Center.  The busy,
chitter -chatt ing hummingbirds who have been fuel ing up on nectar  and insects
for  their  southerly  migrat ion are suddenly ,  expectedly gone.  

Whi le Ruby-throated Hummingbirds breed here dur ing the summer,  we have an
inf lux of  hummingbirds in August and September as they migrate from northern
U.S.  and Canada to their  winter ing grounds in Mexico and Central  America.  

For the past 24 years,  the BIRD Program has been banding hummingbirds during
August and September.  Migrat ion is  a cr i t ical  part  of  a hummingbird’s l i fe when
they face dangers such as predation from outdoor cats ,  severe weather from
hurr icanes,  and exhaustion i f  they can not f ind food.  Our research contr ibutes
to a better  understanding of  hummingbirds and conservat ion efforts.  

All  banding is  conducted under a state permit  and a federal ly  author ized Bird
Banding Permit  issued by the U.S.  Geological  Survey’s BBL.
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Warner Park Hummingbird Migration Banding 2024 Highl ights
We hosted a total  of  10 banding sessions with 211.5 trap hours.  New this
year ,  volunteer Patty Ghertner modif ied a trap over a nat ive Cardinal  Flower
and i t  worked!  We captured several  hummingbirds in this modif ied trap.  
We captured a total  of  135 Ruby-throated Hummingbirds:

116 captured were new,  unbanded birds
19 were recaptured birds but  al l  of  them were captured by us ear l ier  in
the season or  on the same day.   No previous year recaptures.  
112 were young hatch-year birds (34 female and 78 males) and 22 were
adult  birds (13 female and 9 males)

While capture numbers were down a l i t t le  bit  this year ,  when you standardize the # of
captures by the # of  traps/hour ,  our  efforts this year seem to be consistent.

Typical  adult  weights dur ing the breeding season are 3.0 grams for  males
and 3.5 grams for  females.  The heaviest  hummingbird this season was a
hatch-year male we f i rst  captured during our last  session on 25 September -
he weighed 4.96grams. 
Weight is  an important indicator  of  health and fat  reserves are used as
energy migrat ion.  As the fal l  migrat ion progresses,  we typical ly  document
heavier  birds with fat  reserves.  A great  example was a young hatch-year
male:

First  captured on 21 Aug weighing 3.04g
Recaptured on 28 Aug weighing 3.28h
Recaptured on 04 Sept weighing 4.03g
Recaptured on 11 Sept weighing 4.77g
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Three hummingbirds were captured in nets
during MAPS and Fal l  Migrat ion banding
sessions.
The banding session with the most captures
was during our Hummingbird Celebrat ion
Day on 07 September with 24 captures.
We engaged 1162 visi tors at  the banding
stat ion throughout the season,  including
Hummingbird Celebrat ion.   A big thank you
to volunteers ,  vendors,  educators ,  and Joy
Boven from Wonder Gift  and Garden for  her
fabulous presentat ion on nat ive plants to
include in your yard i f  you want to attract
hummingbirds.

This research project  and our abi l i ty  to observe and enjoy the hummingbirds
at Warner Park Nature Center  could not be possible without the dedicat ion
and commitment of  bird feeder volunteers.  They ensure the hummingbird
feeders are sparkl ing clean with fresh sugar:water  (1:4 rat io)  and the ant
traps f i l led with water.  

A huge thank you to these feeder volunteers:  Devin Bickford,  Toni  Rogers,
Debbie Br ight ,  and Shannon Alpert ,  Kel l i  F ly ,  the Gi l lum family ,  Evelyn
Paret  and our fabulous summer seasonals and interns!
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A huge thank you to our dedicated Hummingbird Banding team of 24
volunteers and staff  for  this research project.  They were fabulous!  

Leah LaRocco,  Matt  Jenkins,  Patty Ghertner ,  John Kel l ,  Virginia P’Pool ,
Mary Glenn Wil l iamson,  Kim Bai ley ,  Kathy Shaw,  Rachael  Payton,  Teresa
Marchett i ,  Heather Gal lagher ,  Sandy Bivens,  Laura Cook,  Diana McLusky,
Vera Roberts ,  Kassie White ,  Karen Schneider ,  Louise Merr i t t ,  Robin Cohn,
Jenna Atma,  Perry Haga,  Carol ine Rexer ,  Joe McLaughl in ,  Bai ley Crable ,
Susan Bradfield ,  and Graham Gerdeman.

To learn more about the Bird Program’s avian research and upcoming events please visit our 
Friends of Warner Parks website.

The BIRD Program is supported in partnership by Friends of Warner Parks,
Metro Nashville Parks and Recreation, and Warner Park Nature Center. 
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https://warnerparks.org/initiatives-and-impact/bird-program/



